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Joseph Wresinski
ATD’s founder, Joseph Wresinski (1917-1988), grew up in extreme poverty, which fed his 
conviction that the only way to advance social justice is to recognize and build on the strength, 
intelligence, and courage of people in poverty. Wresinski considered people in poverty to be 
leaders with an important vision of a world where all people are accepted and respected. The 
projects he developed were not simply designed alongside people in poverty; they were consist-
ently inspired by their unique experience and understanding.

ATD Fourth World
ATD (All Together in Dignity) Fourth World is a movement that gathers people from all back-
grounds in order to think, act, and live together differently.We hold a vision of a world without 
poverty, a society where each person is respected. Poverty is an affront to human dignity, and 
people in poverty have unique knowledge and experience that can lower the barriers separating 
people and communities. Acting all together in dignity means acting in a way that allows all 
people to be taken into account wherever decisions are made that affect humanity. This central 
focus is a compass for everything we undertake, in the field of popular education, the arts, 
human rights, or Merging Knowledge. To learn more about our work, to volunteer or donate: 
www.atd-fourthworld.org

Particularly among the older books in this catalogue, many are now out 
of print. They are included here to offer information about the resources 

available in ATD’s archives. ATD would agree to make the content of these 
older books available free of charge online if people volunteer to help 

digitize them.
For those of our publications that are available on Amazon, please consider 
posting your review of the book on their website. The more positive reviews 
our books have, the more often Amazon will suggest them to new readers. 

It is also helpful to post reviews on Goodreads for those books that have 
pages there like Artisans of Peace at:

www.goodreads.com/book/show/24106276-artisans-of-peace-overcoming-
poverty-volume-1?
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Yes ! I love to learn
ATD Fourth World, 2017, 78 pages

This book from Tapori tells how children seek to make friends and learn together. In 
their own words, children from very different backgrounds express the importance of 
trust, in learning, working together and sharing knowledge with less able or disadvan-
taged children and the importance of trust in learning to go beyond first appearances. 
The book can be downloaded here http://en.tapori.org/2017/03/08/yes-i-love-to-learn/

If Only You Knew - Stories of Change
Friends of All Together in Dignity Ireland 

Fourth World Publications, 2017, 80 pages
A collection of short stories written by members of ATD Ireland to pay tribute to 
friends who passed away too early and too young in recent years. It is a way to remem-
ber them and their courage to live a dignified life and ensure a future for their families. 
Through the production of this book, members of ATD Ireland created a community, 
open to all, where people were always ready to talk or listen to others.

Printed book available at: ATD, 26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1, Ireland (price of 
postage: €5 Ireland - €10 world); free download: www.atdireland.ie/wp/ifonly

Stories of Change
ATD Fourth World, 2017, 76 pages

These stories show that poverty can be overcome and present a positive message 
in contrast to the continuous stream of negative news that has left many people 
feeling discouraged and powerless.
All the people involved, from different countries from south-east Europe, were inter-
viewed as a first step to writing together the story they wanted to make known. Their 
stories can inspire others to get involved with those who resist poverty in their daily lives.

This publication is available in 5 languages (Bulgarian, English, French, Hungarian, 
Romanian) and can be seen online or downloaded for free as a pdf here: 
www.atd-fourthworld.org/ebook-southeast-europe/

The Children of Courage, Tapori minibook
ATD Fourth World, 2017

The Children of Courage minibooks tell the stories of children from around 
the world.
To order Tapori minibooks, please contact us or send a message to librairie@
atd-quartmonde.org

2017
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2015

Artisans of Peace Overcoming Poverty
Volume 1: A People-Centered Movement
Diana Skelton, with Eugen Brand, David Lockwood, and Jacqueline Plaisir
ATD Fourth World, 2015, 143 pages
This volume introduces partners in peace-building whose efforts have too often 
remained unrecognized. Through the stories of children, young people, and adults 
who play active roles in reaching out to others, it retraces ATD’s history in Haiti 
over thirty years, before and after the 2010 earthquake there, looking for ways to 
rebuild the country with no one left behind. It highlights ATD’s main projects around 
the world: the People’s University, Merging Knowledge, the Street Library or Story 
Garden, projects for decent work, and projects focused on creativity.
This publication can be purchased on Amazon as a paperback or can be downloaded for 
free as a pdf, epub and mobi: www.atd-fourthworld.org/publication-artisans-of-peace/

Artisans of Peace Overcoming Poverty
Volume 3: Understanding the Violence of Povery
Diana Skelton, with Eugen Brand, Fabienne Carbonnel, Dave Meyer and Jean Venard 
Photo Editor: Jill Cunningham - ATD Fourth World, 2016, 226 pages
Artisans of Peace Overcoming Poverty introduces partners in peace-building whose 
efforts have too often remained unrecognized. Volume 3 recounts how young people 
in the Central African Republic continued organising Street Libraries with children 
throughout the civil war that began in 2013. In the United Kingdom, Switzerland, 
and elsewhere, people living in poverty are victimised by stereotypes and feared as a 
source of violence; but the greatest violence is done to them.
This publication can be purchased on Amazon as a paperback or can be downloaded for free 
as a pdf on the ATD website: www.atd-fourthworld.org/publication-artisans-of-peace/

Artisans of Peace Overcoming Poverty
Volume 2: Defending Human Rights
Diana Skelton, with Anne-Sylvie Laurent and Marie-Ange Libert. 
Photo Editor: Jill Cunningham - ATD Fourth World, 2016, 162 pages
Volume 2 shares stories of defending human rights — in Lebanon, as Syrian refugees 
are welcomed; in the Philippines, thousands of families are displaced by floods 
and relocations; and in France, where poverty-based discrimination affects hiring, 
housing, and health care. Because participation is an integral part of human rights, 
this volumes describes how hundreds people in deep poverty scattered around the 
world communicate to make choices together for ATD’s evaluation and planning.
This publication can be purchased on Amazon as a paperback or can be downloaded for free 
as a pdf on the ATD website: www.atd-fourthworld.org/publication-artisans-of-peace/

2016
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Making Human Rights Work for People Living in Extreme Poverty
A Handbook for Implementing the UN Guiding Principles 

on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights
ATD Fourth World, Franciscans International, 2015, 59 pages

This handbook is a practical tool for social workers, policy makers, civil servants, law 
enforcement officials, teachers, health care providers, and human rights advocates work-
ing at the local level to ensure that public policies reach people in extreme poverty and 
respect and uphold all their rights.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website: 
www.atd-fourthworld.org/humanrightshandbooktoberelease/

Challenge 2015: Towards Sustainable Development  
That Leaves No One Behind

Editors: Brendan Coyne, Xavier Godinot, Quyen Tran, and Thierry Viard 
ATD Fourth World, 2015, 143 pages

The evaluation process for the Millennium Development Goals by 2,000 people from 
22 countries, a majority of whom were people living in extreme poverty. They examined 
questions of access to education, health care, and decent work.
Video available online: https://vimeo.com/92153768
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website:  
www.atd-fourthworld.org/challenge-20153588

2015

The Roles We Play
Recognising the Contribution of People in Poverty

ATD Fourth World, Eva Sajovic, 2014, 125 pages
This book brings together photographic portraits exploring the roles played by those 
living in poverty within their families, communities and society at large. The aim is to 
highlight their efforts, validate their achievements and challenge the negative attitudes 
often held towards vulnerable and excluded families in the UK.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website:
www.atd-fourthworld.org/roles-play-recognising-contribution-people-poverty/

The Fourth World People’s University: 
Building Emancipatory Knowledge

Genevieve Defraigne Tardieu
Tardieu’s research explores how transforming relationships among people from 
different social backgrounds can lead to creating new knowledge. The draft trans-
lation of L’Université populaire Quart Monde : La construction du savoir émanci-
patoire is not yet published in English, but a e-version is available on request from 
dg@atd-fourthworld.org

2014

2013
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Citizens United for a Europe Active Against Persistent Poverty
12th European Fourth World People’s University
ATD Fourth World, 2012, 40 pages
In the context of a major economic and financial crisis, the poorest people are increas-
ingly being ignored, stigmatised and harassed by the authorities in Europe. Europe 
will not be built as a Europe of human rights, of a democracy and of peace, if the poor-
est citizens are not a part of the process. Some 120 representatives from 10 countries 
demonstrated their mobilisation for a human dignity and the rights of citizens. They 
engaged in dialogue with with European leaders.

Eradicating Extreme Poverty:
Democracy, Globalisation and Human Rights
Xavier Godinot, translated by Angela Cady and Andrew Hayes 
Pluto Press, 2012, 256 pages
After decades of failed development policies, this book outlines a radical new approach 
rooted in the experiences, capabilities and strategies of those living in extreme poverty 
themselves. Aimed at policy makers, researchers, students and academics, it uses life 
stories from Burkina Faso, France, Peru and the Philippines to show that people 
trapped in chronic poverty must be involved in their own liberation.
This book can be ordered from Amazon.com

2012

2013

Housing and Home
ATD Fourth World, 2013, 4-page brochure
Enabling people with experience of poverty and inequality to stand up and be heard on issues 
that affect their lives is central to the Giving Poverty a Voice project. Released to coincide 
with the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 2013, this project report reflects 
people’s hopes, fears, experiences and recommendations with regard to housing in London.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website: 
www.atd-fourthworld.org/great-turnout-at-local-launch-of/Housing and Home

Extreme Poverty Is Violence • Breaking the Silence • Searching for Peace
Editors: Beatriz Monje Baron and Anne-Claire Brand 
ATD Fourth World, 2013, 90 pages
As part of its 2008-2012 focus on “Striving Together to End Poverty”, ATD Fourth 
World took action in order to develop its own knowledge of the violence experienced 
by those in extreme poverty and of the conditions needed to strive toward peace in 
their communities. Drawing the attention of local, national, and international organ-
izations to the violence of poverty was also a priority. ATD Fourth World teams from 
25 countries participated in this research. More than 1,000 people were involved. 
This book contains several full-color pieces of artwork created as part of the research.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website: 
www.atd-fourthworld.org/extreme-poverty-is-violence3033/
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Not Meant to Live Like This
Weathering the Storm of Our Lives in New Orleans

ATD Fourth World Movement members from New Orleans, 2012, 230 pages
In the months following Hurricane Katrina’s devastation in 2005, ATD Fourth World 
members based in New Orleans traveled the southern USA to reconnect with dis-
placed members and re-establish a network of support. Following this project, Loyola 
University hosted a seminar where wider issues of extreme poverty were discussed. 
What emerged from the visits and seminar was a truly collaborative and original col-
lection of first-hand accounts by some fifty co-authors.
This publication can be purchased on Amazon as a paperback:  
https://4thworldmovement.org/publications_wp/not-meant-to-live-like-this/

The Secret of a New World
Ingrid Hutter, ATD Fourth World, 2012

In the form of monthly journal entries and letters to a friend, Ingrid describes and 
reflects on daily life in a New Orleans housing project where people struggled to sur-
vive discrimination and violence. Ingrid writes about her daily bible readings and her 
community life with two members of ATD Fourth World’s Volunteer Corps. 
Available at: www.atd-vierdewereld.nl/opencart/index.php?route=product/
product&product_id=149

2012

Improving Support for Families in Poverty
Applying the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach

ATD Fourth World, 2011, 4-page brochure
People experiencing poverty are often categorised in terms of what they are lacking, 
their failures and their problems. Supported by funding from Oxfam, this research 
project demonstrates that taking a holistic approach which looks at what people have, 
and what they already do to cope with poverty, can help practitioners to support indi-
viduals and families more effectively.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website:  
www.atd-fourthworld.org/improving-support-for-families-in/

This Is My Life:
Improving Support for Families in Poverty 
with the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach

ATD Fourth World, 2011, 25 pages
This report details findings from the ATD Fourth World Key Family Research Project 
that used the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach to map the lives of two large, extend-
ed families experiencing poverty in London. This report was made possible by support 
and funding from Oxfam GB.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website:  
www.atd-uk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/resources/This-Is-My-Life.pdf

2011
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The Merging of Knowledge
People in Poverty and Academics Thinking Together
Fourth World-University Research Group University Press of America 
2007, 490 pages
The search for useable knowledge of poverty and exclusion described in this unique 
book demonstrates the role that can be played in the formulation of that knowledge 
by academics, by professionals, and by people in poverty themselves. Here is a deeply 
serious and innovative effort to blend the special perspectives of academics, profes-
sionals, and disadvantaged people into a new and respectful synthesis.

This publication can be purchased from Amazon.com

Smiles Worldwide
Jean-Louis Saporito, Les Arènes, 2007, 144 pages
Through photographs and brief interviews, photographer Jean-Louis Saporito shares 
the aspirations and struggles of families dealing with daily poverty in Burkina Faso, 
Guatemala, Lebanon, Poland, Thailand and the United States.

To find out how to order this book, please email: editions@atd-quartmonde.org

2007

BOOKS

2010

2008

Voices for a Change
ATD Fourth World, 2008, 16 pages
This report, from a participatory peer research project, presents solutions and recom-
mendations drawn from having undertaken research into the lives of Londoners living 
on low-incomes. The project, run by ATD Fourth World with the support of Child 
Poverty Action Group, involved training people living in poverty as peer researchers 
and to become spokespeople on behalf of those experiencing poverty.

Extreme Poverty and World Governance
Xavier Godinot, 2010, 62 pages
This paper, written for the Forum for a new World Governance, sets out, firstly, to 
place the eradication of extreme poverty at the heart of the international community’s 
political goals. Secondly, it argues that the participation of the most underprivileged 
members of humanity in elaborating new principles for shaping world governance is 
an essential condition to the success of the undertaking.

This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website: 
www.atd-viertewelt.de/down/Extreme_Poverty.pdf
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Participatory Approaches to Attacking Extreme Poverty
Xavier Godinot, Quentin Wodon 

The World Bank, 2006, 114 pages
This book explores what type of knowledge is needed to fight extreme poverty. It is 
also part of the World Bank Working Paper series. These papers are published to com-
municate the results of the Bank’s ongoing research and to stimulate public discussion.

This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf here: 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/7220

Gold Under the Bridge
A Story of Life in the Slums

Marilyn Guiterrez, Anvil Publishing Inc, 2006, 117 pages
Rooted in her experience of working with ATD Fourth World in Manila, the author 
captures the untiring, endless attempts of Mercedita and her family to free themselves 
from poverty. The book follows the family over a period of years and through numer-
ous struggles, never losing sight of the relationships and bonds that support the family 
and their community living under the bridge of a busy road.

This publication can be purchased from Amazon.com

Stories of Struggle and Solidarity
Voices from the 17th October UN International Day 

for the Eradication of Poverty
ATD Fourth World, 2006, 60 pages

This book showcases the stories of individuals, families and communities living for whom 
poverty and social exclusion are daily realities. Inspired by the moving messages written 
for the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, from Ireland and elsewhere, this 
book calls on governments the world over to work with people in poverty, not for them.

This book is out of print. Library copies can be consulted at most ATD Fourth 
World Centers

Pauline, a Mother of Courage
Pauline Grace and Evelyne Louveaux, Pen Press Publishers Ltd, 2006, 114 pages

How would a mother feel if her young child was forcibly taken away by the authorities? 
And how would any mother react if this heartbreaking tragedy were repeated with no less 
than three of her children? This is exactly what happened to Pauline, and this book is the 
story of her life so far. Pauline’s only crime was to be born into a deprived family. Pen Press 
says, ‘As you read Pauline, a Mother of Courage, you will want to root for her, and you 
will certainly want to cry with her. You may even feel the need to reappraise your attitudes 
towards such people, who are more deserving of our admiration than our condemnation.’

This publication can be purchased from Amazon.com

2006

BOOKS
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Getting the Right Trainers
Focus on the Family in the Fight Against Child Poverty in Europe
ATD Fourth World, 2005, 36 pages
This study provides an insight into how families living in poverty can be supported to meet 
their needs and aspirations. It gives an overview of reaserch and practice on poverty, child 
poverty, child protection and family support in 10 countries in Europe, including the UK.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf on the ATD website: 
www.atd-fourthworld.org

Valuing Children, Valuing Parents
Focus on the Family in the Fight Against Child Poverty in Europe
ATD Fourth World, 2004, 176 pages
This study provides an insight into how families living in poverty can be supported to 
meet their needs and aspirations. It gives an overview of reaserch and practice on pov-
erty, child poverty, child protection and family support in Belgium, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Switzerland and the UK.
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf here:  
www.euro.centre.org/data/1182415210_73958.pdf

2004

BOOKS

Taking a Country at its Word
Joseph Wresinski Confronts the Reality and Ideals of the United States
Fanchette Clément Fanelli, ATD Fourth World, 2005, 380 pages
Fanchette Clement-Fanelli has chronicled the dialogue for building a national and in-
ternational movement to overcome persistent poverty, dialogue between the founder, 
Joseph Wresinski, and those involved in the United States. Recounting more than 20 
years of correspondence, interviews, notes from meetings and visits, the author brings 
us the tensions, discoveries and convictions that emerged.

To request a copy, please email librairie@atd-quartmonde.org

Contribution to the Moving Out of Poverty study.
Family Monographs from Burkina Faso and Peru
The World Bank, 2005, 150 pages
The two monographs presented here provide in depth analysis over at least 8 years 
of the life of Paul, a young man from Burkina Faso and of Benigno, Alicia and their 
children, a family from Peru. Pages 275 to 318 of this publication were written by 
ATD Fourth World.

This publication is available here: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/
INTMOVOUTPOV/Resources/9780821369913.pdf

2005
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Germaine
Maryvonne Caillaux

Editions Quart Monde, 2002, 64 pages
Volunteers from ATD Fourth World first met the Russell family through the Street 
Library program. Germaine, the eldest daughter in this African American family, is 
the focus of this portrait.

To find out how to order this book, please email: editions@atd-quartmonde.org

How Poverty Separates Parents and Children
A Challenge to Human Rights

Eugen Brand, Diana Skelton Faujour, Valérie Brunner, Thierry Viard 
Preface by UNICEF, ATD Fourth World, 2004,156 pages

A journey to six countries around the world: Guatemala, Haiti, Burkina Faso, the Phil-
ippines, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Written with funding from the 
United Nations, this report demonstrates that despite wide divergence in the geographic 
realities, in poverty many factors converge to separate children from their parents. 
This publication can be downloaded for free as a pdf here: 
www.atd-fourthworld.org/how-poverty-separates-parents-and/

Artisans of Democracy
How Ordinary People, Families in Extreme Poverty, and Social 

Institutions Become Allies to Overcome Social Exclusion
Jona Rosenfeld, Bruno Tardieu, University Press of America, 2000, 276 pages

Is extreme poverty inevitable in our affluent societies? The twelve case studies in 
the book show how very poor people, ordinary citizens, and institutions (schools, 
the government, the news media, the courts, churches, universities, public util-
ities, unions, and small businesses) succeeded in creating alliances. Tardieu and 
Rosenfeld present new ways to think and act toward overcoming poverty at the 
private or public local, national, or international levels.
This book can be ordered from Amazon.com

The Poor Are the Church
A Conversation with Father Joseph Wresinski, Founder of ATD FourthWorld

Gilles Anouil, Twenty-Third Publications, 2002, 191 pages
Father Joseph Wresinski relates what he and the members of the Fourth World Move-
ment have learned from the poor, as well as his hopes and fears for the poor and for the 
Church. He calls us all to see poverty not just as destitution or oppression but as social 
isolation. He believes firmly in the basic goodness of people, and holds out hope for the 
future. Anouil’s questions lead Wresinski to reflect on the poverty and violence in his own 
childhood, the early years when he first began founding ATD in the emergency housing 
camp of Noisy-le-Grand, and the philosophy behind his approach to overcoming poverty.
This book can be ordered from Amazon.com

2002

2004

2000

BOOKS
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Participation Works
Involving People in Poverty in Policy Making
Editions Quart Monde, 2000, 59 pages
This report details the methods used to involve people with direct experience of pov-
erty in the formulation, monitoring and evaluation of public policy. The book details 
the methods used in the Public Debate Project as well as the barriers to participation 
encountered. It makes general recommendations for anti-poverty work in the UK.

My Heart Is in This Stone
Noldi Christen 
Editions Quart Monde, 1999, 248 pages

Once upon a time, there were five thousand little stones and their stories. Pebbles, 
painted stones, lumps of coal, gravel from a construction site, seashells… With each 
stone there was a message, thousands of messages sent by children all over the world 
telling how they want to contribute to the construction of a fairer world.
This book can be ordered from Amazon.co.uk

Influencing Policy in Partnership With the Poorest
ATD Fourth World UK, 1999, 20 pages

Poverty is an attack on human dignity and on fundamental rights. How to defend 
the interests of Europe’s most deprived citizens, and to provide a structure for 
dialogue and consultation in order to enable Europe’s most deprived to have a voice 
at European level.

1999

2000

BOOKS

Education: Opportunities Lost
The Eduction System as Experienced by Families Living in Poverty
ATD Fourth World, 2000, 58 pages
Produced with the full participation of children and families experiencing poverty, 
Education: Opportunities Lost examines why children who have the most to gain 
from education are, all too often, the ones failing in their schooling.

Out of the Shadows
The Collection of Poems From the Fourth World
ATD Fourth World UK, 2000, 116 pages
This poetry anthology was produced from a creative writing project that involved 
bringing professional writers and performers together with over one hundred individ-
uals, aged from six to seventy five years old, who live in poverty in the UK.
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Reaching the Poorest
ATD Fourth World, 1996,124 pages

This book describes some of the experiences of ATD Fourth World and the Forum 
on Overcoming Extreme Poverty in reaching marginalized communities by building 
solidarity among the people of the community as well as with outside workers who 
accept their role as complete partners.
This book can be downloaded here: https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_4427.html

Culture and Human Activity for Overcoming Poverty
Proceeding of the European Colloquium on the Role of Culture  

in Combating Poverty
ATD Fourth World, European Commission, ATD Fourth World, 1996, 108 pages

The Fourth European Conference of the Fourth World People’s Universities brings 
people together to create a dialogue that will serve to encourage discussion on the 
role of culture and human activity in combatting poverty.

Father Joseph Wresinski, Voice of the Poorest
Alwine De Vos van Steenwijk 

Queenship Publishing, 1996, 188 pages
A translation of the biography of Father Joseph, written by Alwine de Vos van Steen-
wijk who lived and worked beside him for 28 years.
This book can be ordered from Amazon.com

Talk With Us, Not At Us
How to Develop Partnerships between Families in Poverty and Professionals

ATD Fourth World, 1996, 64 pages

This book is a result of a 3 year project, it explores the concept of partnership between 
families living in poverty and members of the legal, health, social and community work 
professions who seek to help them.
This book can be downloaded as a pdf here: 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/026455059604300314

A Learning Experience and Family Project:  
an Opening to the Future

ATD Fourth World, 1995

An action-based research project carried out at the Frimhurst Family Centre (Surrey, 
UK) with the support of Unesco, by a team of ATD Fourth World volunteers, and 
especially: Claude Mormont, Daniel Duranleau and Huguette Redegeld.

1996

1995

BOOKS
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Father Joseph Wresinski, Founder ATD Fourth World Movement
Editions Quart Monde, 1995, 36 pages
This book contains a series of excerpts of interviews with Joseph Wresinski in 1987, 
translated from the original in French, and a short biography of the founder of ATD 
Fourth World. It is introduced by a foreword of Alwine de Vos van Steenwijk, who was 
President of the International Movement ATD Fourth World.

To request a copy, please email librairie@atd-quartmonde.org

This Is How We Live
Listening to the Poorest Families
Fourth World Publications, 1995, 170 pages
In the first part of this study, very deprived families from the United States, Guatemala, 
Thailand, Burkina Faso and Germany tell their stories; stretching back over several gener-
ations. In the second part, the Fourth World Volunteers analyze lessons we learned from 
these stories. The families presented here differ from one another in their ethnic, geographic 
and religious origins. Their voices break new ground in poverty policy. To be successful, 
programs need to be initiated, implemented and evaluated with the people in poverty them-
selves. The underprivileged must be considered the principal partners in their liberation.

This book is out of print. A Library copy can be consulted at most ATD Fourth World 
centers.

Finding Work: Tell Us the Secret
Xavier Godinot, Editions Quart Monde, 1995, 48 pages
This book is an exercise in democracy. It looks at unemployment issues from a new 
angle: nothing effective can be done for the long-term unemployed without taking 
into account their circumstances and without their active-co-operation.

This book is out of print. A Library copy can be consulted at most ATD Fourth 
World centers.

Family Album
Editions Quart Monde, 1994, 158 pages
A collection of photographs, artwork and texts showing the reality of poverty throughout 
the world, the harshness and also the happiness, achieved against great odds through cre-
ativity, love and friendship. It was published in conjunction with the second Congress of 
Fourth World Families (New York, October 1994) and the International Year of the Family.

This publication can be purchased here:  
www.gettextbooks.com/isbn/9782904972669/

1995

1994

BOOKS
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The Wresinski Report: Chronic Poverty and Lack of Basic Security
Joseph Wresinski 

ATD Fourth World USA, 1994, 110 pages
Translation of the Wresinski Report of the Economic and Social Council  

of France (February 1987). 
‘The facts presented in this report show that people continue to live in chronic poverty 
or to lack basis security in their lives. We do not question the premises on which our 
social protection system is based, but we must ask why the institutions charged with 
providing it become increasingly ineffective when people have the most need of them.’
Excerpts from the Wresinski Report
(This contains a shorter translation of the main section of the report, published in 1989 
under the title A Blueprint for the Nineties.)

This publication is available here: https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Redefining_
Human_Rights-Based_Development_:_The_Wresinski_Approach_to_
Partnership_With_the_Poorest/Introduction

The Very Poor, Living Proof of the Indivisibility of Human Rights
Joseph Wresinski 

Editions Quart Monde, 1994, 46 pages

Translation of a contribution to a fundamental review of Human Rights by the National 
Advisory Committee on Human Rights (France), published in 1989. Translated from 
Les droits de l’homme en question.

This publication is available here:  
www.joseph-wresinski.org/en/the-very-poor-living-proof-of-the/

Father Joseph Wresinski. An Advocate for the Poorest
The life and work of Joseph Wresinski, the founder of ATD Fourth World 

Eugène Notermans, translated by Charles Sleeth  
Preface by Geneviève de Gaulle Anthonioz 

Editions Quart Monde, 1993, 64 pages
‘Father Joseph’s trust in all human beings, whatever thei appearance, ideas or choices 
might be, made him a man who gathered people together. (…) For him, it was not 
a case of the rich on one side and the poor on the other. On the contrary, there were 
men and women from all backgrounds and outlooks to whom he offered new ethics 
in the commitment to ending extreme poverty, based on the need for dignity, respect 
and sharing which all people hold deep inside themselves.’

Geneviève de Gaulle - Anthonioz

This book is out of print. A library copy can be consulted at most ATD Fourth 
World centers.
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Blessed Are You the Poor!
Joseph Wresinski, Fourth World Publications, 1992, 287 pages
In this book, Wresinski connects parables from the New Testament to the lives of 
people in extreme poverty around him in France in the 1960s and ‘70s. In an era when 
some people felt the need to modernize biblical language, Wresinski argued that it was 
written directly in the language of extreme poverty.

This book can be ordered from Amazon.com

The Human Face of Poverty
A Chronicle of Urban America
Vincent Fanelli, Bootstrap Press, 1990, 146 pages
An account of the lives of families in extreme poverty and young people in New York 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side, seen through the eyes of members of ATD’s full-time 
Volunteer Corps members, who spent more than twenty years living in their commu-
nity and running learning projects with them.

This book can be ordered from Amazon.com

The Wresinski Approach: The Poorest—Partners in Democracy
ATD Fourth World, UK, 1991, 60 pages
Introducing the people in poverty as creative partners in the process of change, the 
Wresinski approach breaks new ground. Through its pages, representatives of the most 
deprived families in Britain ask that their experience of poverty, and their own efforts 
to overcome it, be taken not only as the starting point in anti-poverty initiatives but 
also as the cornerstone of British and European democracy. With the very people in 
poverty as its focus, this book reinforces the efforts of a growing number of profession-
als and organisations seeking to listen to these people and act with them.

This book is out of print. A library copy can be consulted at ATD Fourth World’s 
international center.

Emergence from Extreme Poverty
Jona M. Rosenfeld, with Brigitte Jaboureck 
Science & Service Fourth World Publications, 1989, 120 pages
Rosenfeld uses his social work training to analyze the approach of ATD Fourth World’s 
Volunteer Corps members to overcoming poverty. Drawing lessons from Jaboureck’s 
field experience, this book is designed for professionals and laypeople who seek to lib-
erate families from deep poverty. It shows how disadvantaged parents can take on their 
responsibilities as citizens, participating fully as partners in the life of their communties.

This book is out of print. A library copy can be consulted at most ATD Fourth World 
centers.
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Children Lead the Way in Burkina Faso
Helène Beyeler von Burg, Marie-Bernadette Kabré 
Editions Quart Monde-UNICEF, 1986, 95 pages

This book shows how people of a village in Burkina Faso found a new way of taking 
into account the well-being and future of its young children, and how this experiment 
came to symbolise a hope for the whole country.

This book is out of print. A library copy can be consulted at ATD Fourth World’s 
international center.

Young People
Fanchette Clement Fanelli, Vincent Fanelli 

Science & Service Fourth World Publications, 1985, 72 pages
‘If we are together, we can break out of our ghettos. We want to be able to share what 
we have lived with others. We want to be respected, listened to. We want to live in 
dignity and joy. We want to learn skills, to be part of building the future with others. 
We invite all young people to join us.’

This book is out of print. A library copy can be consulted at ATD Fourth World’s 
international center.

Passport to the New World of Technology
Vincent Fanelli, Bruno Tardieu 

Science & Service Fourth World Publications, 1986, 25 pages
The systematization of information is not a game. The poorer the children, the great-
er our obligation to teach them to use computers with respect. In the society these 
children will help create, computers will be their instruments of self-expression and 
affirmation; their keys to understanding humanity and the universe. The computer 
will enable these children to harness their passions and to set their inner-selves free. 
This will engrave in their hearts a love of that justice they will sculpt.

This book is out of print. A library copy can be consulted at ATD Fourth World’s 
international center.

Pauline, Families of Courage
Pauline and Anneke van Elderen 

ATD Fourth World, 1984, 45 pages
A monograph about the life of Pauline who lives in London. Pauline’s story is one 
of violence, exclusion and shame, but it also holds moments of great hope and 
tenderness.
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The Fourth World Speaks / An End to Injustice
Lucien Duquesne 
ATD Fourth World, 1983, 192 pages
These books are both translations from the same French book, one done in the US 
and the other in the UK. The book is the transcript of a hearing on human rights 
where people living in extreme poverty in France explain how poverty violates 
their rights and how they struggle to have their dignity be respected.

This book is out of print. A library copy can be consulted at ATD Fourth World’s 
international center.

CD-ROM
Unleashing Hidden Potential
How Parents, Teachers, Community Workers, and Activists Came 
Together to Improve Learning for Children in Poverty
ATD Fourth World USA, 2003
The Unleashing Hidden Potential Seminar brought together parents, classroom 
teachers, community workers, university professors of education and sociology, 
and ATD Fourth World volunteers with the goal of creating a forum to share ideas 
and to better understand each other’s perspective on education.This interactive 
CD-ROM incorporates the discussions and real-life examples from the seminar 
into a series of scenarios organized to be useful in training teachers or anyone pre-
paring to work with low-income children. The written booklet that accompanies 
the CD-ROM explains the methodology behind the seminar.

To order this cd-rom, please contact nationalcenter@4thworldmovement.org

DVDS FOR CHILDREN
Come With Us: Let’s Make the World a Better Place
ATD Fourth World USA, 27mn., 2003
“I can’t just close my eyes when I see so many children living in poverty. […] So 
we decided to take the Friendship Train to find out what children and their par-
ents are doing to change things and make children’s rights a reality for everyone. 
This animated film shows how children in extreme poverty around the world lead 
the way in defending human rights. The film was part of a campaign marking the 
20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.”

This DVD is available at:  
https://4thworldmovement.org/publications_wp/come-with-us/
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DVD

Joseph l’insoumis (Joseph W., The Dissenter)
Caroline Glorion, France Télévisions, 91mn., 2012, English subtitles

The life and work of Joseph Wresinski, the founder of ATD Fourth World. In this 
fictionalized re-enactment of the emergency housing camp where he was living in the 
late 1950s, many of the roles are played by people who today live in extreme poverty. 
Shown nationally on French television, the film won two prizes: the Pyrénées d’or, and 
the people’s choice award at the 2011 Luchon TV Film Festival.
To order this DVD, please contact librairie@atd-quartmonde.org

Citoyens, les Universités populaires Quart Monde
(Citizens, Fourth World People’s University)

Delphine Duquesnes, Editions Quart Monde, 26mn., 2012, English subtitles
“There’s no other place where I can talk like that.” Every person living in poverty 
should be recognized as a full citizen: this is the challenge taken up by the Fourth 
World People’s Universities. Delphine Duquesne’s camera involves us in this quest and 
along the way we meet Aimée, Patrick, Jan. They experience hesitations, doubts and 
disappointment. When they finally express themselves, it is an achievement enabling 
others to learn from them.
To order this DVD, please contact librairie@atd-quartmonde.org

Le Quart Monde rencontre l’Université 
(The Fourth World Meets Academia)

Murielle Szac, Editions Quart Monde, 27mn., 2008, English subtitles
Three dozen people--some academics, some living in extreme poverty, and some part 
of ATD Fourth World’s Volunteer Corps--collaborated for two years in order to de-
velop what eventually became the Merging Knowledge methodology for participatory 
action research. 
To order this DVD, please contact librairie@atd-quartmonde.org

Un métier, un avenir (Working for a Future)
Caroline Glorion, Editions Quart Monde, 16mn., 1992, English subtitles

An action-based research project carried out with the goal of people living in extreme 
poverty obtaining a professionnal qualification in 3 years time.
To order this DVD, please contact librairie@atd-quartmonde.org

Je témoigne de vous (I Bear Witness)
Caroline Glorion, Editions Quart Monde, 27mn., 1992, English subtitles

Millions of families are living in extreme poverty. The movie highlights their efforts, 
their struggles dealing with daily poverty. It contains testimonies and Joseph Wresinski’s 
words.
To order this DVD, please contact librairie@atd-quartmonde.org



Tools for reflecting, learning, and 
taking action

ATD Fourth World publishes numerous books, 
journals, reports, and films to help understand 
extreme poverty and the role of people in poverty 
as actors for peace. 

Its articles and many short videos are at 
www.atd-fourthworld.org 

and ATD hosts a collective blog at 
https://togetherindignity.wordpress.com

ATDFourthWorldInternational
www.facebook.com/ATDFourthWorldInternational/?fref=ts

You can also follow ATD on social media at:

@ATD4thWorld

atd4thworld_us
www.instagram.com/atd4thworld_us/?hl=en


