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“H strange lesson” [

On that day, when we came back to our classroom after recess,
it wasn't like a normal lesson. I+ was more like a political meeting.
At first, the teacher explained what the Town Hall was and the
role of the Mayor. We all listened because he told us'a lot of
things we didn't know. But he didn't seem to know that people go
to the Town Hall to fill out forms for free lunches; for housing,
for'money, or for the food bank. Then the teacher wrote a sen-
tence on the blackboard and asked us to think about it:

"If you were the Mayor of the town what decisions would you
take for the children of the town?"

Everybody started fo think about it. One boy put his hand up
right away and said:

"I would get rid of the high rise buildings and build small houses
because I live on the 9th floor and I can't ride my bike."
- Another student joined in: "I don't like the big buildings ei-
ther. When we play, like jump rope, it makes noise and it bo-
thers the neighbors. We have to go outside fo play, but when it
rains we can't play. It's hard to live there."

Another student said that there should be a free Olympic
swimming pool..

Then they started fo say anything that came through their
head: ice cream at recess time; more vacations; the right to
smoke. There were so many, I forget.

So the fteacher said:

- *Now think seriously about it. If you were the Mayor, what
would you do?"

Anthony, who was sitting next to me, started. He was a little
scared to speak up: "I would forbid people to damage the
environment, like to cut trees and build bigger roads.”

A boy in the back of the class said: "What if there was a huge
vacuum cleaner to swallow all the pollution?” - *That's impossible.”
- "Then what can we do? Nothing?“

A girl said: "On TV, I saw a baby. He was so skinny you could see
his ribs. I felt funny because he has an empty stomach and we
have plenty to eat.”

All of a sudden, everybody became serious.

Story from the book "The music box" by Jean Michel Defromont, p.105

Another girl said: "One day, I saw a lady who had a baby in her arms.
She was showing people a piece of paper. On it, it said.that she
didn't know how to speak English and that she hadno money."
Another girl said: "I know people who have twelve people living in
only two rooms. When we say that it's not right, we hear some
grownups say that they should go back to their country.”

- "They say that because they are racist.”

- "We have to get rid of racism everywhere.”

Then they all spoke at the same time, louder and louder, like if a
fight was starting. Then we heard a big bang and we all got quiet.

The teacher had struck his desk with a big metal ruler. He said:
"You think that we can understand each other if you all speak at the
same time?"

Then he said:

"We have to figure out what you, the children, would like for all the
children of the town. We can all dream. It's all right. But you have
to look at what's happening now and think what could be changed so
that all children have a better life."

Anthony asked to speak:

"You know, it's the first time we can speak about our life at school.
We aren't used to that, so we don't know what to say. Most people,
they have their house, their family, their life; that's all. Sometimes
there are things that bother them but they don't talk about it.
They think that nobody is interested., that they are alone. I don'+
want to live like that, like a bunch of peas in a can.”
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LRl What would you do if you were the Mayor?
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Your progrom
1- Planning for changes to be made: —

Here is a sheet to be filled in as a planning for change. You need it to write your program. /

First you have to know what's happening in your fown. You can look around your neighborhood and no-

tice the problems the children have. Write them down in column 1.

What are the causes of the problems? Write them down in column 2.

Each problem you noted is a need children have that is not taken care of. Think about how you would
change that situation to bring solutions to the problems. Write the solutions you propose in the last column.
On the planning sheet below, there is an example to show you how to fill out the 3 columns.

é;\”)) PLANNING

Last name oo
TAPOVL GroUP o e
COETry

Problems Counses Solwtions
The children are hungry; they don't have The parents have no job; they have no *  Free school lunches
anything to eat. money to buy food. < L2

Centrod threwre: What is the central theme in all the examples you gave?




From then on, you do the activity as a group. Make small groups of 3 or 4. Those who chose the same theme can get together.

2- Slogan.:

Choose a slogan that fits your principal theme (see some examples in the posters below)

3- Poster:

Each group creates a poster for their program.

POSTER

Elements of a poster
= Tapori group
- Country
* Names of all the Tapori
members
- Slogan
- Planning for change

The poster can centain:
pictures, drawings, paintings, a
lot of colours to attract
attention.

d So, vote for i,

Some examples of posters

To my Class

:f you vote for me, I'll be
here to répresent yoy

i-. * You can trust me

» When You have 3 Problem, |

Il help yo
I hope that : u
o] you'll haye 5 good schog|

RS

r—

Hello dear
| propose to redo the scho‘:)?t:rs,

so
Me nets to the Soccer goals

We should also repaint the court

If you like sports
vote for me|

all field by aqq;
in
another basket ball hoop and putting up :




4- Presentfung yowr plan for chhange
. All the Tapori members of the group get together
. In turn, each working group presents their program briefly with their poster and their plan for change (problems for children in the

town, changes they wish to see, and what the group proposes to do.)

5- Exposition:

If the Tapori group has a meeting room, show all your posters until the day of the elections

Vote for Sixtine
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} Election of the wew Mayor

Each group chooses one candidate among the children of the group and pres-
ents him or her to the others.

Prepare an electoral list, voting cards, ballot boxes, voting booth, ink pad.

Vote: Each child brings his or her identity plant (Tapori N° 422).
Set up two small committees to welcome the voters, make sure they are on
the voting list and make them mark it with their inked thumb.

Each child in turn goes to the voting booth, and places his or her voting card
into the ballot box. An adult of the committee reads the names of those
who got more votes.

This is a game but keep in mind the changes you want to see for all children
in your town or neighborhood.

Put your plan for change and posters in your bag. You will have to present
them later on.




Pick up a microphone!

} October 17

October 17 is the World Day for overcoming Extreme Poverty.
On that day, in many cities, adults and children gather to say that poverty should not exisft.
They also say what they are doing to help each other and to make sure that no child is without friends.

All the Tapori groups are encouraged to meet children they don't know yet and to tell them that they want a world without poverty.

To do this:
take the October 17 poster to invite people
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When everybody is gathered, take a microphone and do your presentation, following the four steps

POSTER

Elements of a Poster
Tapori group
Country
Names of all the Tapori members
Slogan
Planning for change

The poster can centain:
pictures, drawings, paintings, a lot of co-
lours to attract

attention.

-1- -2 - -3-
Introduce yourself Present Tapori Show your plan for
change -
Explain the problems you
saw and what you pro-
pose to do.

-4 -
Show your poster

Write a letter to Tapori to say what you did and put it in your bag. >




Chaildren , young people and adults, adl togetier to
defend, the rights of children!

Thirty years after the creation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (November 20,

1989), Tapori members continue to do all they can for all children to have the same chances. TECHNICAL NOTE

* Make an appointment with an
of ficial

This is the time to meet many people! + Plan for the meeting

1 Introduce yourselves
2 Present Tapori

Form small groups as you did before ,

3 Introduce your Tapori group
Each group chooses who they want to meeft. 4 Present your plan for change
Go back to what you prepared for October 17. Prepare your meetings in the same way (see 5 Present your poster

the note on the right.)
* Prepare a symbolic gift to give

him or her.

Choose to meet officials in an institution that works for the

rights of children, for example UNICEF. The gift you prepared
ahead of time could be a flag or something else (size A4) with a message
and one of your posters.

Meet local authorities (Mayor, Minister,
School Principal, etc..)
Bring them one of your posters.
Choose the one you find the most
appropriate for that
person, as a gift.




Meet other children
from different

backgrounds (in schools or Go to:
other places). * a radio station

Do something with them. a TV station

At the end of the meeting, a public place in your town.
give them the special issues (Make sure there

of the Tapori newsletter. is an adult with you).

[ Write to Tapori to say what happened. Take some photos or make videos.
® Put it all in your bag.

Dear “Japorni members,
T co time o send your bage te Taporc.
Wake cane there o evenything ineide and that they are well closed.
Herne @ a check list. Tu your bag there stioculd be:

your identily pplant

your plan for clange

your pasten

. what “Tapori means to you

yowr group project

yoar letlens to “Japornc that explacn
what you did




