








Young people paving a pathway and creating a mural
during a worksite project
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Community Worksite Projects at the ATD Fourth World International Centre

Community worksite projects have been
part of ATD Fourth World's founding story
ever since it began in the emergency housing
camp in Noisy-le-Grand. Guided by Joseph
Wresinski and the first volunteer corps mem-
bers, families in the camp worked together
to build a children’s garden, a library, a wom-
en’s club, a laundrette, and a chapel. Projects
like these remain a key part of ATD Fourth
World’s training and practice. Through collab-
orative manual projects, they encourage par-
ticipants to work together, help one another,
and forge strong bonds.

Led by the recruitment and discovery team,
community worksite projects took place
regularly throughout 2025 at the interna-
tional centre in Méry-sur-Oise, France. They
included a weekend in April, a full week in
June, a week for young people at the end of
August, and a weekend in November. These
events bring together current members of

ATD Fourth World with people who want to
get involved and share a memorable expe-
rience. They create momentum and allow
the new participants to learn about ATD
Fourth World, all while helping maintain and
improve buildings at the international centre.
In total, forty people chose this way of getting
to know ATD Fourth World in 2025.

The worksite project at the end of August
specifically welcomed people under the age
of 30. The participants contributed to three
projects during the week: they painted a
mural about volunteering and community
life, guided by an artist in the volunteer
corps; they paved a pathway to improve
access to the site; and they landscaped
many of the green spaces surrounding the
buildings. At the end of each day, the organ-
ising team conducted workshops or meet-
ings where the worksite participants learned
more about ATD Fourth World by hearing

from people who work to overcome extreme
poverty alongside the people affected by
it. The young people learned about the
links between extreme poverty and climate
change through the game Coup de chaud sur
les inégalités (Heatwave on Inequality) and
about the issue of institutional maltreat-
ment by playing Passe ou trappe (Pass or Fail),
a mobilisation tool created by ATD France.
During the week when the participants lived
and worked together in a spirit of goodwill,
they had many spirited discussions about
social engagement and activism.

This session for young people left a deep
impact on the participants: Here, I learned to
change the way I look at society, said a 24-year-
old participant. One of them signed up for a
weekend course on being a volunteer corps
member, and another returned for the com-
munity worksite project in November.



https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/atd-work-camps/
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/atd-international-centre/
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/atd-international-centre/

Members of the Advocacy Creation Space



Advocacy Rooted in Lived Experience

Advocacy has to be anchored in the families’
lives. These words from Aminata Aidara,
a Senegalese participant in the Advocacy
Creation Space, serve as a reminder that
advocacy must be based on the experience
and knowledge of families who struggle every
day against extreme poverty.

The Advocacy Creation Space (ACS), a series
of training and brainstorming sessions con-
cerning advocacy at the local, national,
regional, and international levels, took place
over two and a half years between 2022 and
2025. The core participants — twelve Fourth
World volunteer corps members and allies —
were between the ages of 22 and 38. Hailing
from eleven countries (Belgium, Burkina
Faso, Central African Republic, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, France, Kenya, Poland,
Senegal, Spain, Switzerland, and Tanzania),
they worked together to transform lived
experience at the local level into a driving
force for international proposals.

The Advocacy Creation Space was launched
in November 2022 in Dakar, where the oper-

ational and ideological foundations were
laid. The participants had examined the
UN'’s Guiding Principles on Extreme Poverty
and Human Rights and its Sustainable
Development Goals.

A second session was held at ATD Fourth
World’s international centre in September
2023 to look more closely, from the perspec-
tive of extreme poverty, at topics includ-
ing legal identity, gender, and decent work.
One year later, the ACS participants worked
together to advocate for the right to a legal
identity, the central topic of the biennial
meeting of the International Committee for
October 17, held in Dakar in October 2024.

The final ACS session took place in February
2025 in Bangui in the Central African
Republic. Local ATD Fourth World members
joined the ACS participants and shared their
experiences of local advocacy on institutional
maltreatment and social and environmental
justice. Site visits, in particular with children
living in the streets and families who had suf-
fered losses in recent floods, reminded the

participants that people living in poverty are
often pioneers of solidarity. They also met
the Director General for Decentralisation and
Local Development and the chief of staff to
the Minister for Territorial Administration,
Decentralisation, and Local Development.

The ACS participants also spoke of their
experiences of international advocacy at
the European Union, COP27, and the United
Nations. These meetings have shown that
grassroots-driven advocacy can open institu-
tional doors and enable joint efforts to put an
end to crises or maltreatment.

The ACS sessions ended with an evaluation,
but there was more — there was also a sense
of momentum. As Chirac Bafurume, a vol-
unteer corps member from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo put it: This training will
give us new strength. We have many opportu-
nities to engage in advocacy at an international
level, but this will also enable us to tackle chal-
lenges at local and regional levels concerning
issues that affect families living in extreme pov-
erty.



https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/atd-fourth-world-advocacy/
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/atd-fourth-world-advocacy/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty/guiding-principles-extreme-poverty-and-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty/guiding-principles-extreme-poverty-and-human-rights
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty-2024/
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty-2024/
https://www.atd-fourthworld.org/international-day-for-the-eradication-of-poverty-2024/
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop27




Governance and Renewal
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